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VI. An Account of the Morbus Strangulate- 
rius, communicated in a better from John 
Starr, M. D. to C. Mortimer, Ms JD. 
Secrets R. S. &c. 

SIR, Liikard , Jaa. lo. 1749 

WMayjfjx i s n0 r, I’ll allure you, an Itch for 
1750 X Scribbling, but the Concern I feel in 
my own Bread for the Happinefs and Well-being of 
my Fellow-Creatures, which has occafioned my fend¬ 
ing you the Papers, which this accompanies. We 
have had ravaging among us for fomc time, at certain 
Seafons, a Difeafe formidable in its Advances, and 
fatal in its Confequences, I mean an occult Angina, 
called with fome Propriety Morbus Strangulatorius . 
Dr. Fothergil’s fore Throat with Ulcers, and Dr. 
Cottons St. Albans fcarlet Fever, &c. are in my 
Opinion but its Shadows None pradtifing in thole 
Parts have reafon to boaft their Succefs in attempt¬ 
ing its Cure. The Way to cure Diforders is firft to 
know them. Where the Deviations of Nature are 
hidden, where we cannot difeern how and in what 
manner the diftrefled Functions fuffer, the Art of 
Healing mud have its Difficulties. The hidden, and 
indeed unexpected Death of fome Patients greatly 
alarmed me. I concluded the Caufe deeper than at 
firft imagined. The Cafe herewith fent, confirms my 
Conjecture. It is extraordinary and uncommon. 
Does medical Hiftory afford its like? It is polfible it 
may, but it has not yet fallen within the Compafs of 
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my Reading, or Study. Tullius’s Obfervation, Lib. 
iv. Cap . ix. falls vaftly fhort of it. 

The Figures {fee Tab. I. Fig i. 2.) I. have fent In 
order to give you clear and juft Ideas of the Gafe, are 
drawn with great Truth and Exa&nefs. Should 
Vouchers be neceffary for a Confirmation of the Fa£t, 
I can fend you many. But I am fatisfied Dr. Mortimer 
will fcarce think me capable of attempting an Impo- 
fition on Mankind in fo important an Affair. 

I have been, I own, fomewhat prolix : If you 
think the Whole, or any Part, worthy Publication, 
you are at Liberty to treat it in the Manner that is 
moft agreeable. I fiiould be glad from the Premifes 
to fee a rational Method of attempting a Cure 
pointed out. I pleafe myfelf with believing you 
have not quite forgot me, when I add, that I am, 
with great Regard, 

*y 1 r . 

Tour moft humble Servant, 

John Starr. 

T HE Morbus Strangulatorius , with great Pro¬ 
priety and Juftice thus denominated, has within 
a few Years reigned in feveral Parts of Cornwal with 
great Severity. Many Parifhes have felt its Cruelty, 
and whole Families of Children, whence its con¬ 
tagious Nature is but too evident, have, by its fuc- 
ceflive Attacks, been fwept off. Few, very few, have 
efcaped. 

I do not propofe to fend you an accurate Hiflory 
of this Diforder. This I chearfully leave to fuch 
Gentlemen as have been more converfant in Practice 
among us, and whofe Penetration, and Judgment, 
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are undoubtedly far fuperior to mine. However, as 
the Obfervations thefe Papers contain are in them- 
felves juft, honeftly, and truly, tho J with great Plain- 
nefs and Simplicity., related, fo they are not perhaps 
unworthy the Knowledge of the Public, and Con- 
fideration of even the greateft in the Profeflion. 

It is enough to fay, that the Diforder does not 
appear with the fame Train of Symptoms in every 
Subjeft. On the contrary, a vaft Difference is ob- 
fervable ; but then, whatever, or how various foever, 
the Symptoms may be, there is a certain Degree of 
Malignity, or (which is what I mean) there are Signs 
of a putrid Difpofition of the Juices, in all. 

Some, I am informed, have had corrofive Puftules 
in the Groin, and about the Anus , eating quick 
and deep, and threatening Mortification, even in the 
Beginning. Others after a few Days Illnefs have 
had Numbers of the word and deepeft 'Petechia 
break out in various Parts of their Body. Such I 
have notfeen. 

Many on the firft Attack have .complained of 
Swellings of the Glands, as Tonfils, Parotids, fub- 
maxillary and fublingual Glands, but frequently of 
no great Importance. A Pew, from an internal 
Tumor, have had a large external oedematous Swell¬ 
ing of the fubcutaneous and cellular Tunic, from 
the Chin down to the Thyroid Gland, and up the 
Side of the Face. One fuch I was concerned with, 
the Tumor broke in the Fauces', but, inftead of a 
laudable Pus, fome Ounces of a Coffee^coloured 
exceedingly fetid Matter were fpit off. The Man 
recovered. As Refpiration only fuffered here by 
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PrefFure, I ffiould rather choofe to call this a malig¬ 
nant Angina , than the true Morbus Strangulatorius „ 

Not a few early in the Diforder have had gangre¬ 
nous Sloughs formed in their Mouths, and perhaps 
fo early in fome* that the Diforder was fcaree com¬ 
plained of, till the Slough was formed, fo quick has 
it been in its Progrefs. 

Others again, without any of the preceding Sym¬ 
ptoms, have only complained of a flight Pain in fwal- 
lowirtg, fucceeded With a hot Flelh, feverifh Pulfe 
(never quick and weak, but as to the Stroke quick, 
and fufficiently full and ftrong),,a fhort, low, heck- 
ingj hoarfe Gough (the Patient generally fo hoarfe 
as to be difficultly undcrftood after a Day or two s 
lllnefs), which, fooner or later, for I never could 
obferve any certain - Period, was productive of- a 
difficult, noify, and ftrangulating Refpiration. 

Thefe Laft, cfpccially the Former of them, I efteem 
as the pathognomonic Symptoms of the real Morbus 
Strangulatoriotis: The above-mentioned are rather 
Symptom at a Caufte, quam Morbi. 

I have not mentioned a Feet or Oris, which, when 
it happens, is ufually an early Symptom, becaufe, 
tho’ fome have had it, others have had it nor. 

This Refpiration, however agonizing it appears, 
has, efpecially in the Beginning, its Remiffions, and 
Exacerbations. Its Caufe cannot of courfc be per¬ 
manent. I take it to be owing to a Lodgment of 
fome Matter in or about the Glottis, and Larynx 
thro’ which the infpired Air is obliged to pafs: While 
this Matter is capable of being expe&orated, and 
happens to be coughed off, the Breathing for a time 
becomes free, and the Patient is delivered from the 
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utmoft feeming Diftrefs; but, on its Recollection, 
which, if the Progrefs of the Diforder cannot be 
ftopt, never fails to happen, this Symptom again 
occurs, and the Patient either dies fuddcnly, or, be¬ 
ing worn out, or quite difpirited, finks away gradually, 
or, falling into Convuifions, in thefe expires. 

I was called to a Girl of five Years old. Her 
Tongue was quite clean j (he could move it every way 
as in Health. Nothing morbid was feen in her 
Mouth, or indeed Fauces : She had a trifling Pain in 
fwallowing (it was felt on deprefling the Epig'ottis 
for the palling the Bole), not fufficient to prevent 
her from eating Bread and Butter, Bifcuit, Figs. It 
was on the 4th Day of her Diforder, (he had the 
ftrangulating Refpiration, with a Cough exceeding 
hoarfe. After the Ufe of a ftimulating Gargle, <&c, 
her Gough became ftronger, and fhe threw off a large 
Quantity of white rotten Flelh, or Membranes, mixt 
with a flimy adhefive Matter; her Relpiration became 
fo eafy, that fhe feemed to ail nothing. In three 
Hours it grew again difficult, and gradually increafed 
till it arrived at its former Violence. Thofe about 
her fanfied there was fomewhat in the Paffage which 
ough t to come off: The Child gargled, and provoked 
her Cough as far as ffte was able, but in vain. Her 
Agonies increafing, fhe faid, as well as fhe was able, 
1 fhall be choakcd, and in a few Minutes died. 
This Cafe (hocked me, being fatisfied, that fome¬ 
what very extraordinary and uncommon could only 
occafion fo fudden, and to Appearance, violent a 
Death. 

I have frequently examined the Matter thofe 
Patients have at times fpit. Tho J there was fome 
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Difference in various Subje&s, yet I never once faw 
a weli-digeftcd or conco&ed Phlegm, or Mucus, on 
the contrary, the greateft Part was of a Jelly-like 
Nature, giary, and fomewhat tranfparent, mixt with 
a white opaque thready Matter, fometimes more, 
lometimes lefs, refembling a rotten membranous 
Body or Slough. 

Such a Slough I have feen generated on the Skin 
of one of thefe Patients in the Neck and Arm, 
where Blifters had been before applied. The Blifters 
had been drefled with Cole wort-leaves, and ran but 
little; but, contiguous to them, final 1 red Puftules, 
not exceeding fiery, arofe, which, fweating plentifully 
in a few Hours, became quite white: Thefe, hourly 
enlarging their Bafes, united, and covered a large 
Surface, frefh Puftules arifrng in the adjacent Parts. 
This white Surface had the Afpedt of an overfoaked 
Membrane, which, being overfoaked, was become 
abfolutely rotten. The Part bliftered, if not quite, 
was in Effect dry, and the Flux from the Slough was 
incredibly great. If I miftake not, Cloths ten times 
double, the Child’s Shift, a double Bed-gown, were 
wet quite through, and a large Spot was feen in the 
Bed of fome Hands Breadth; and this in a very few 
Hours. T fcratchcd the Slough with my Nail } it 
feparated with Eafe, and without being felt by the 
Child. What my Nail took off afforded the fame 
Appearance with the Matter of the Spittle before- 
mentioifd. Hence, I thought, I faw fufficient Rea- 
fon to convince me that the ; Diforder in the Larynx 
and Afpera Arteria was fimilar to this, generated in 
the fame manner, and arifing from the fame inter¬ 
nal Cauie: And fuppofing this Conjcvhire true, the 
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Produ&ion of every Symptom feems eafy to be ac¬ 
counted for. 

In ‘Dec. 1748, while the Morbus Strangulatorius 
was among us at Liskard, a Child here and there 
had red Puftules, not unlike the above, which broke 
out in. the Nape of the Neck., and threw off a lur- 
prifing Quantity of thin tranfparent Ichor, vaftly glu¬ 
tinous when dry. Thefe wereeaftly cur’d in the Begin¬ 
ning, if managed aright 5 but, being drawn with Cole- 
wort-leaves, Or pultifed according to the Dire&ion 
of our old Female Pra&itioners (too often the Cafe) 
the above-mention’d Slough was foon generated. I 
was defired to look on a poor Petfon’s Child in this 
unhappy Situation, who, with little Intermiffion for 
I think near two Days, had bled profufely at the 
Nofc; her Pulfe was almoft gone ; the Bleeding was 
with Difficulty ftept; but, being quite exhaufted, in 
about 6 Hours fhe funk in a faint Fit. The. Slough 
had fpread from Shoulder to Shoulder, extended full 
a Third down her Back, and feem’d very thick. All 
treated in the above Manner died. Scarifying afforded 
no Relief. 

Now, tho’ this was not properly the Morbus Stran¬ 
gulatorius , yet I apprehend it was analogous to it, 
and produced from the fame Caufe ; and it is likely, 
had the anatomical Knife been employed, what was 
leen on the Back of one, might have been difeover’d 
in the Afperia Arteria of the other. There is a 
Circumftance which adds to the Probability of this 
Opinion, viz. in one or more Inftances, thefe dif¬ 
ferent Diforders appear’d in different Subjefts, in the 
fame Family, at the fame time. 
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What I have hitherto faid, does not, T own, de- 
monfirate the Cafe to be as reprefentcd, but the fol¬ 
lowing Hiftory throws the ftrongeft Light on this 
dark, myftcuous Affair, renders the Diforder, by its 
Confequenccs affrightful, even fhocking to the Ima¬ 
gination, accounts for its too common Fatality, and 
muft convince'of the great Difficulty of the Cure, if 
in itfelf poffible, unlefs attempted with Judgment in 
the very Beginning, 

‘Dec. ii, 1749, I was call’d to the Son of Mr, 
Kitto , an honeft and deferving Farmer in the Parifh 
of St. Eve, a Lad aged 10 Years and an half. This 
was the 7th Day of his lllnets. 

His firft Complaints were, a Pain in fwallowing, 
not great; a Cough, hoarfe, vexatious, like an in¬ 
cipient Catarrh, a Pain on coughing fhot into his 
Ears. This was ftill felt at times s a thin Ichor ran 
from his Mouth in great Plenty, fuppofed to be a 
Quart, or three Pints daily. His Pain in fwallowing 
was now fo trifling, that I faw him drink a confider- 
able Draught without removing the Veffel. He 
was now fo hoarfe that he could fcarce be heard. 
His Cough was rough, low, ffiorr, and ineffectual 5 
breath’d with much Straitnefs and Noifc, efpecially 
in infpiration; the Wheezing or Rattling might be 
heard at a great Diftance, was always world during 
a coughing Fit, or for a fhort time after. When he 
fpit by the Cough, it was glary, but glutinous; a 
whitifh rotten fort of Stuff would fomvtimes accom¬ 
pany it; its Quantity never great. 

Examining his Mouth’ he could move h‘s Tongue 
every Way without the leaft Pain $ forward -t was 
clean, but behind a little furr’d. Depreffing it with 
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a Spatula , a white Body was feeti on the Velum pen¬ 
dulum palatinum and Tonfiis. I ddired Mr. Scotch- 
btirn, a Surgeon prcfent, to examine with his For - 
fepsi' if this Body adher'd firmly to the Velum> or 
was loofe; on Trial he found it ftrongly adher’d. 
The Lad complain’d of no Pain on his taking hold 
of it. The circumambient Parts of a fomewhat deeper 
Red than natural; his Breath ft inking, and highly 
offenitve. 

He was but little thirfty 5 Pulfe quick, but fuf- 
ficiently ftrong; flept but little; what Sleep he had 
was difturb’dj he breath’d much better up than in 
Bed 5 here he was always in Danger of Suffocation, 
and fear’d it. 

After pronouncing a Prognoftic difagreeable to 
myfelf, and all concerned, 1 order’d the Slough, as 
I then thought it, to be well rubb’d onCe in three 
Hours with a Mixture acuated with Spir. Sal. mar in. 
by means of a Silver Probe arm’d with Cotton, after 
which] an - aftringenf, detergent, antifeptic Gargle 
was to be frequently us’d, and a cordial Mixture 
to be taken at proper Intervals. 

After rubbing with the Probe, &c. twice, and gar¬ 
gling often, in a violent Fit of Coughing with a deal 
of flinty filthy Stuff from the Pipe of the Lungs, the 
Membrane (Tab. I. Fig. 1.) feparated from the Velum 
Falatinum. 

It was really the external and mucous Coat of the 
Part, was not rotten like a Slough, but retain’d, tho’ 
dead, its membranous Structure, was ftrong, would 
bear handling, and ftretching without breaking, It 
was at firft thick {as near as I could guefs froth a Bit 
remaining on the right-Side of the C/t;#/* parted 
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from the Hollow (a) in the Figure, of about the Third 
of a Barley-corn in Length) having its Fibres and Ca¬ 
vities foak'd with a very vifcid and fiimy Matter, 
which, by wafhing in Water, leak'd off, when the 
Membrane became evidently thinner. 

The Lad immediately, as I was told, breath'd bet¬ 
ter, without that Noife and Wheezing heard before, 
and was lefs hoarfe; nor, I am fatisfied, from the 
Separation of the Membrane, but from that Load of 
Filth difeharg'd at the fame Point of Time from the 
diftrefs’d refpiratory Pafiages. 

But, as ufual, this Relief did not prove lading. In 
an Hour and half the noify Refpiration began anew, 
his Hoarfenefs increafed, and his Cough, tho' fhort 
and low, was bufy and vexatious; now he appear'd 
as if quite flrangled, and in the Agonies of Death ■, 
now he would again revive j for a few Days he was 
interchangeably in thefe different States j at length 
his Father perceiving fomewhat in his Mouth, which 
he thought thick Phlegm, thruft in his Finger and 
Thumb, and, taking hold of it, drew it out. It was a 
hollow Bag, as he thought, filled with Rot and Cor¬ 
ruption, for a confiderable Quantity run out of it. It was, 
when full, he faid, as big as his Thumb, and of many 
Inches in Length. The Agonies of the Child, during 
thefe Moments, were not to be exprefs’d 5 his Face was 
livid or black but, being freed from this Burthen, 
he foon reviv'd, fmil’d, and faid, now I am eafy. 
Being put to Bed, he foon Dept, and continued to 
have Ihort Naps for. two Hours. 

I got to the Houfe, being fent for in the Beginning 
of the Lad’s Extremity, a few Minutes after the Af¬ 
fair was thus concluded. The Account greatly fur- 
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prifcd me 5 but I was more furprifed, when, on 
Sight, I found the fuppofed Bag was the mucous 
Coat of Part of the Larynx, the whole Afpera Ar- 
teria, with the grand Divifion of the bronchial 
Ramifications. I fpread it on Paper, for the Convc- 
niency of Carriage, being fome Miles from home, 
and thence took its Likenefs with great Exadtnefs, as 
here fent you, Tad. I. Fig. 2. There was fome what 
bloody vifible about its Middle. It was more rotten 
and tender than the former, alfo fomewhat thicker, 
excepting where it belonged to the Branches of the 
Bronchia. What fweated from it was as flicking as 
Bird-lime. It was probable this morbid Affettion 
ran thro' the whole Bronchia', for the Ends plainly 
difeover’d a Laceration; confequently much more 
remain’d to be feparated and difeharg'd. 

He now complain’d of Sorcncfs in the Pipe, and 
pointed to the firft and fecond Cojla, as the Place 
of its Termination. His Infpiration was now free, 
foft, but fhort: His Pulfe was become a little more 
frequent and weaker. 

Examining his Mouth, no Ulcer or Wound was 
difcernible in that Part of the Velum , &c. to which 
Fig. 1. adher’d. ’Twas fmooth, clean, and look'd 
only like a new Skin not quite harden’d. 

While I was in the Houfe, he fpit off another Mem¬ 
brane of an irregular Figure, thinner than cither of 
the former, but more than fufficient. to cover a 
Crown-Piece. It came from the Fauces . 

After this I was inform’d he brought off with Dif¬ 
ficulty another tubular Membrane of fome Length ; 
and whenever he had Strength to expectorate, little 
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Bits of the fame were obferved mix’d with a very 
flimy Mucus. 

He liv’d 21 Hours after the fecond Coat was drawn 
from him, and died in the End fomewhat fuddenly, 
tho’ in his perfect Senles. 1 muft add, that I never 
law one in this Diforder attack’d with a Delirium. 


VII. An Examination of the Strength of feve- 
ral of the principal purging Waters, efpe- 
cially of that of Jefiop’.r Well; by the Rev. 
Stephen Hales D. D. & F. R. *S', commu¬ 
nicated in a Letter to Cromwell Mortimer 
M. D. Seer. R. S. with a Letter from 
Swithin Adee M. D. F.R. S. to Dr. Hales, 
on the Virtues of the faid Well. 

An Account of the feveral ffiiantities of Sediment 
which veer efound in a Round Averdupois of the 
following purging Waters, evaporated avay to 
Drynefs, in Florence Flasks, cut to a voide 
Mouth ; viz. 

Grains 

Read May 24. % /[Arybon-Fields near London 24. 

» 7 S°* 2. * vd-Reterflr. Brevo-houJ'e JVefim. 27 

. Ebfham - * - - 34 - 

. Scarborough , - - - - 40 

And it was found nearly the fame by Dr. 
Shaw and Dr. Short: A little more or lels, 

according 
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